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— The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE \l\AM ('h) uOmH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication.^ . 

- Failure to reply wifhin the'set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C; § 1 33) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s} filed on 



^ /7/o \ 



• 2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final, 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G, 213, 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ]^ Claim(s) ] is/are pending in the application. 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 

6)D Claim(s) 

6)j^ Claim(s) 

?)□ Claim(s) 

SlD Claims 



1-^9 



is/are withdrawn from consideratio 

is/are allowed, 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requiremem 



Application Papers 

The specification is objected to by the Examiner 
lOlD The drawing(s) filed on 



s/are objected to by the Examiner. 
is: dJU approved ij] disapproved. 



1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) {H Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
a)^ All blD Some* clD None of: 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Offices^ction for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14)0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 



Attachment(s) ^» 

15)]^ Notice of References Cfted (PTO-892) ^ 

Notice of Draflsperson's Petent Drawing Review (PTO*948) 
^7) J8( Information Disctosure Statement (s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 



18) 0 Interview Summary {PTO-4131 Paper No(s). 

19) CD Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

20) □ Other: 



i. S. Patent and Tradenwrk Office 

^TO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 
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Part of Paper No. 
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Art Unit: 3653 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout and content for patent applications. 
These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 



The following order or arrangement is preferred in framing the specification and, except 
for the reference to the drawings, each of the lettered items should appear in upper case, without 
underling or bold type, as section headings. If no text follows the section heading, the phrase 
"Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) Title of the Invention, 

(b) Cross-Reference to Related Applications. 

(c) Statement Regarding Federally Sponsored Research or Development. 

(d) Reference to a "Sequence Listing," a table, or a computer program listing appendix 
submitted on compact disc (see 37 CFR 1.52(e)(5)). 

(e) Background of the Invention. 



2. Description of the Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 

(f) Brief Summary of the Invention. 

(g) Brief Description of the Several Views of the Drawing(s). 

(h) Detailed Description of the Invention. 

(i) Claim or Claims (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(j) Abstract of the Disclosure (commencing on a separate sheet), 
(k) Drawings. 

(1) Sequence Listing, if on paper (see 3 7 CFR 1 . 82 1 - 1 . 825). 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the inclusion of legal phraseology 
such as "comprising" on line 1. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Arrangement of the Specification 



Field of the Invention. 
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3. Claims 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 6 recites the limitation "said screen support fi-ame" in lines 1 and 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. It should read -said screen support 
member—. 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-7, 10-29 and 3 1-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
AU'Ol 1 (cited by applicants). 

AU'Ol 1 discloses a screening apparatus and a method of mounting screening modules to 
a support rail 3 1 of a screen deck. The apparatus and method comprise at least a screen support 
member 5 having a peripheral fi*ame 15 and 17 and an intermediate strut 19 therewithin; and at 
least a polymeric screen member 3. The screen member releasably engaged by snap-in connection 
with each of the peripheral fi*ame portion and the intermediate strut; and the intermediate strut 
being located whereby flex of the screen member is controlled. The screen support member is 
secured to the support rail by securing means 35. 
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6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was 
commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to 
the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor 
and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was 
made in order for the examiner to consider the appHcability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 
U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claims 8, 9 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
AU'Ol 1 (cited by applicants) in view of Wolff. 

The securing means of AU'Ol 1 extends above the surface of the screen member. 
However, Wolff discloses an apparatus and a method of mounting a plurality of screen 
members 4 to a support member 2 comprising a securing means 16 for securing the screen 
members to the support member. The securing means does not extend above the surface of the 
screen member. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the securing means 
of AU'Ol 1 to have a different type of securing means as taught by Wolff to ensure distribution of 
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the material being screened over the active screening zones to improve separating (Wolff, column 
6, lines 64-67). 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Woodgate and SU'509 are cited to show other pertinent art. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Examiner Tuan Nguyen 
at telephone number 703-308-3664. 



tnn, 

March 07, 2003. 



